
 

 
 

1014 South Jog Rd.                                       

West Palm Beach, FL 33415 

OFFICE:                                

     P 561-684-8114                  

Hours: 10:00am—1:00pm    

   Monday—Thursday              

Halle Johnson, Secretary  
secy@cocopb.org 

GOSPEL PREACHER: 

Heath Johnson                                             

386-479-5886                                       

preacher@cocopb.org                 

LEADING MEN: 

leadership@cocopb.org 

TIME OF SERVICES: 

Sunday Bible Study: 9:00am 

Sunday Worship: 10:00am 

Sunday Evening Worship: 6:00pm     

    Wednesday Bible Study: 7:00pm 

 

 

 

If you are interested in a home 
Bible study or would like a free 

Bible correspondence course with 
which to study by mail, please 

inform the minister or any of the 
men leading worship services. We 

are glad you are here! 
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The Palm Beaches  

“And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in 
all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but 
we an uncorruptible” (I Cor. 9:25) John “Pepper” Martin 
played for the St. Louis Cardinals and was the star of the 
1931 World Series. Following one of those games Pepper 
was interviewed by a newsman. The first question he was 
asked was, “Pepper, what’s your chief ambition?” Without 
hesitating Pepper responded, “My chief ambition is to go to 
heaven.” The newsman who interviewed Pepper Martin 
laughed at his response and said rather sarcastically, “Oh, 
you want to play a harp, eh?” Martin shot back at him, “My 
friend, I don’t think that is funny. I know you don’t mean to 
be a smart aleck, but there’s something wrong with a per-
son’s attitude when he’s flippant about serious things. If 
there’s anything foolish about reading the Bible every day 
and believing what it says, and if there’s anything funny 
about wanting to go to heaven when you leave this world, 
then I’m afraid life here isn’t worth living.” What a goal! To 
go to heaven. I’ve often asked people, “If you could go any-
where and do anything, what would you choose?’ The re-
sponses have been interesting. A common response is, “I’d 
like to go to Europe, Paris, or to Greece, etc.” I don’t remem-
ber anyone saying, “I’d like to go to heaven.” The Christian 
life is like running a race. In the ancient Olympic games, the 
winner received a perishable wreath of ivy or pine. We are in 
a race for an imperishable wreath that will never decay. We 
want to go to heaven. Nothing we gain in life in our careers 
or accumulate through wealth will be taken into our caskets. 
Our friends will not go with us. We will go alone. All earthly 
treasures will be left behind. But, we look beyond these tem-
porary trinkets to an eternal home where we will live for all 
eternity. In the words of our hymn, “Heaven will surely be 
worth it all.”  Al Behel 

MESSENGER 

 

I WANT TO GO TO HEAVEN 



 

 
 

WELCOME! 
Welcome to the services 
of the church of Christ of 
the Palm Beaches! You 
are our honored guest! 

We are a congregation of 
the church of which you 
can read in the Bible. We 
strive to do Bible things in 
Bible ways and to call Bi-
ble things by Bible names; 
to be Christians and Chris-
tians only. It is our goal to 
simply and plainly preach 
and teach New Testament 
Christianity.  

You will find our worship 
simple and according to 
the New Testament pat-
tern. We worship the 
same way that Peter, 
Paul, and John wor-
shipped—In spirit and in 

truth (John 4:24).  

Our Headquarters is in 
heaven, our Creed is 
Christ and our book is the 
Bible. The Bible only will 
make Christians only and 
that is our plea. 

We certainly hope that all 
we do will be encourag-
ing and uplifting to you. 
Please take a moment to 
fill out a visitors’ card lo-
cated in the pew in front 
of you and place it in the 
card holder at the end of 
the pew.  

The church of Christ as revealed in the New Testament is in existence to-

day and one can be a member of it. The Lord himself promised to build it 

as recorded in Matthew 16:17-19. That promise was fulfilled on the day 

of Pentecost following the ascension of our Lord (Acts 1). We read of the 

beginning of the church in the city of Jerusalem as recorded in Acts 2. 

Acts 2 is a key passage in learning about the establishment of the church. 

The church of our Lord has been restored today. If not, as some proclaim, 

how can I be a member of it today? One can know today whether he is a 

member of the New Testament church by looking at the Pattern —the 

Identifying Marks as presented in the New Testament. The church of our 

Lord is the greatest institution that one can be a member of today. The 

importance and greatness of the church can be seen in her... PLANNED 

COMPLETENESS. From the divine side the church is perfect, whole and 

lacking nothing. It cannot be improved upon. It will endure and last, for it 

was: 1) Purposed by God (Eph. 3:10-11); 2) Prophesied by God’s prophets 

(Isa. 2:2-4; Daniel 2:44); 3) Promised by God’s Son (Matt. 16:18-19) and 4) 

Purchased by the blood of God’s Son, Jesus the Christ (Acts 20:28; Eph. 

5:23-26). PERFECT COMMANDER. Christ is the head of the church. As we 

obey his word, we are being led by Him. He will never lead us down the 

wrong path (Eph. 1:22-23; Col. 1:18; Heb. 1:1-3; 4:15). POWERFUL COM-

MUNICATION. That which the church is to communicate to others is the 

Word of God, the most powerful message of all (Rom. 1:16-17; James 

1:21; 1 Peter 4:11; 2 Tim. 3:15-4:4). PRIMARY CHARGE. The primary 

charge, commission of the church, is the salvation of souls through the 

spreading of the word, serving and strengthening others (Luke 19:10; 

Matt. 28:18-20; Gal. 6:2,10; Rom. 14:19). PLEASANT COMPANIONSHIP. 

What a fellowship we have in Jesus Christ. To have fellowship with God 

and those who are godly is truly a great blessing (1 John 1:6-7). If we 

obey the will of the Father (Matt. 7:21) by Believing in Christ (John 8:24); 

by Repenting of sins (Luke 13:3); by Confessing Faith in Christ (Matt. 

10:32-33); and by being Baptized (Acts 2:38), we will be added to the 

church of Christ. 

Author Unknown 

THE GREATNESS OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST 



 

 
 

    FOOD FOR THOUGHT: 

THE PREACHER’S FILES 

WEEKLY BIBLE READING 

Dec. 31st           Psalms 73-75                  2 Cor. 12:14-13 

Jan 1st                76-78:31                           Rom. 1:1-17 

2nd                     78:32-80                            1:18-32 

3rd                      81-84                                      2 

4th                      85-88                                      3 

5th                      89                                        4:1-22 

6th                      90-93                                  4:23-5:11 

By following this schedule, you will be able to read the entire 

Bible in a year.  

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 

 “Do I look upon it (the word of God) as a law 

granting me the liberty to do anything not spe-

cifically forbidden therein? Or have I accepted 

God’s constitution and do I propose to be gov-

erned by what it says rather than by what it 

does not say?”                                                                           

GEMS FROM GREEK 
 theopneustos (Adj) Gr. θεόπνευστος  

“God-breathed.” 

Theopnuestos is a compound word 

consisting of theos (God) and pneo 

(breathe out). This word is only 

used in 2 Tim. 3:16 when paul stat-

ed “All scripture is given by 

breathed” See 1 Cor. 2:12-16; 2 Pet. 

1:20,21. 

PEARLS FROM PROVERBS  

“As in water face reflects face, so 

the heart of man reflects the man.” 

Prov. 27:19 

 

 

—N.B. Hardeman 

Jesus Spoke of Christianity as a 

banquet but never as a picnic. 

 



 

 
 

    

COCOPB Members        

Tom DiNetta, was diagnosed with chronic kidney disease. 

John Smith,  is recovering from surgery.  

Derek Linton, is recovering from foot surgery. 

Lena Morris, continues to need our prayers. 

Rick Reitano, continues to need prayers. 

Family of COCOPB Members 

Laverne Byzek , John Smith’s sister,  is in hospice. 

Dennis MacDougall,  Donna MacDougall’s brother, needs prayers for his health. 

Sonja Morris, Tiffany Harts mother, blood transfusions are not working anymore. 

Troy McQueen, Tiffany Harts Grandfather, is in hospice with heart and breathing issues. 

David Compass, Nancy & Warrens Sparks nephew, had his foot and leg amputated. 

Roberto Naranjo, Melva Pollard’s father, continues to need prayers. 

Bryan Ogden, Shea Ogden’s husband, is continuing treatments for cancer. 

Tony Flegert, Maureen Machan’s son in-law, continues to need prayers. 

Friends of COCOPB Members 

Richard Smith,  is recovering from a procedure. 

Linda Johnson, a friend of Nancy Sparks, had a stroke and is in the hospital. 

Monika Sinclair, continues to need prayers. 

Doug Barnhart, a Friend of Tom DiNetta, is in ICU. 

COCOPB Members Traveling  

 Carlos Echeverria 

  

PRIVILEDGED TO SERVE  

Sunday Morning Worship                    Sunday  Evening Worship                      Wednesday Bible Study 

Keep in your prayers… 

SONG LEADER: Sterling Frederick 

OPENING PRAYER/ SCRIPTURE 

READING: Chuck Canteen 

PRESIDING: Tom Ramsey 

SERVING: Tom DiNetta, Warren 

Sparks, Richard Gray & Joel              

Blackshear 

CLOSING PRAYER: Jim Bowman 

SONG LEADER: Norman DeLong 

OPENING PRAYER/SCRIPTURE 

READING: Joe Lewis 

PRESIDING: Jim Rogers 

SERVING: Chuck Canteen 

CLOSING PRAYER: Terry West 

SONG LEADER: Norman DeLong 

OPENING PRAYER: Jim Rogers 

CLOSING PRAYER: Chuck Canteen 

Shut-ins 

Jack Lee 

Responses to the invitation   

Monika Sinclair 

Manoella Mendieta 

Missions We Support 

John Grubb (Indonesia) 

Ronnie Gootam (India) 

Joshua Ankiah (South Africa) 

Memphis School of Preaching 



 

 
 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES                                                                                                          

ANNIVERSARIES 

ATTENDANCE  Dec. 25th 

Sun. Bible Study: N/A 

Sun. A.M:  55 

Sun. P.M:  N/A 

Wed. Bible Study: 31 

Contribution: N/A 

Weekly Budget: $4,252.00 

Variance: N/A 

 

TODAY’S SERMONS 

    AM: “THE CHALLENGE TO 

KNOW GOD” 

     PM: “RUNNING THE RACE” 

     Warren & Nancy Sparks  1/17 

 

      Maureen Machan 1/8     Brett Gray 1/23 

     Anna Pollard 1/14 

     Ron Cullom 1/18 

     Donna MacDougall 1/19 

     Eriberto Vasquez 1/21         

Birthdays  

NEWS & NOTES 

Members please remember that in the AV room window there is an announcement request sheet that you can 

use for any last-minute announcements. It would be appreciated if you would fill one out and please refrain from 

shouting from the pews during worship services. Thank you. 

We would like to encourage all of our members to subscribe to our YouTube channel at Church of Christ of 

the Palm Beaches. Make sure to spread the word to your friends and family! At the moment we are at 43 

subscribers. It is our goal to reach 100 subscribers so that our YouTube channel can be made known to a 

wider audience on YouTube. Halle Johnson can provide assistance or answer any questions you may have. 

The newest issue of seek the old paths is out on the round table in the foyer! Please avail yourself to all the 

free material we have available in the foyer! 
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Hear God’s Word  

Romans 10:17 

Believe the Gospel 

John 20:30-31 

Repent of Your Sins 

Luke 13:3 

Confess Faith in Jesus 

Romans 10:9-10 

Be Baptized  

Acts 2:38 

Live Faithfully 

Revelation 2:10 

GOSPEL PLAN OF SALVATION 
A querist asks, “Why is there anything rather than nothing? If there was 

ever a time when nothing existed, nothing would exist now, for some-

thing cannot come from nothing. Since something exists now, something 

has always existed. Was it mind or matter?” The querist asks a logical 

question. To receive a logical answer, we must go to the inspired word 

of God (2 Timothy 3:16 ASV), which indicates that God has revealed to 

man all of the information he needs to know about life and godliness 

through the Holy Spirit (2 Peter 1:3; Ephesians 3:1-5; cf. John 14:22-26). 

Here we learn that it was God (the One who has always existed – Psalm 

90:2; 1 Timothy 1:17) who spoke everything into existence that we can 

now physically see (Psalm 33:8-9; Psalm 148:5; Isaiah 40:28; Romans 

1:19-20). Also note Genesis 1 and the phrase, “God said” (Genesis 

1:3,6,9,11,14,20,24,26,29). Thus, the answer to the querist’s question, 

“Was it mind or matter?” — is obviously mind — everything that exists 

[matter] came from the mind (or Spirit) of God, including the holy Scrip-

tures (Gal. 1:11-12; Ephesians 3:1-5; cf. John 14:22-26; John 15:26-27; 1 

Corinthians 2; 2 Peter 1:16-21).  

 

Mike Riley 

 

Mind or Matter? 


