
 

 
 

1014 South Jog Rd.                                       

West Palm Beach, FL 33415 

OFFICE:                                

     P 561-684-8114                  

Hours: 10:00am—1:00pm    

   Monday—Thursday              

Halle Johnson, Secretary  
secy@cocopb.org 

GOSPEL PREACHER: 

Heath Johnson                                             

386-479-5886                                       

preacher@cocopb.org                 

LEADING MEN: 

leadership@cocopb.org 

TIME OF SERVICES: 

Sunday Bible Study: 9:00am 

Sunday Worship: 10:00am 

Sunday Evening Worship: 6:00pm     

    Wednesday Bible Study: 7:00pm 

 

 

 

If you are interested in a home 
Bible study or would like a free 

Bible correspondence course with 
which to study by mail, please 

inform the minister or any of the 
men leading worship services. We 

are glad you are here! 
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The Palm Beaches  

“You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the de-
sires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, 
and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in 
him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own na-
ture, for he is a liar and the father of lies.” …….. Jesus, from 
the gospel of John the apostle, 8:44 Who does not value 
truth? The best liars want to know the truth even while they 
are deceiving someone else. What does God say about the 
practice of lying? “You shall not bear false witness” was one 
of the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:16 & Deuteronomy 
5:20). Of seven things that Solomon said God specifically 
hated, two of them were, “a lying tongue” & “a false witness 
who utters lies” (Proverbs 6:17 & 19). Think about that! Of 
only seven hated things named, two of them regarded lying. 
The apostle Paul, wrote that God will reveal his wrath first 
against those who suppress the truth in unrighteousness but 
also against those who exchange the truth about God for a 
lie (Romans 1:18 & 25). Another apostle, John, wrote that 
“all liars” will have their part in the lake that burns with fire 
and brimstone (Revelation 21:8) adding that no one who 
practices lying will ever have a part in God’s city (21:27). 
John then returned to condemn those who love and practice 
lying a third time (22:15). While these passages mention oth-
er evils, lying is the only one so carefully identified each 
time. Satan lied to Eve about God, and about what he had 
said. Because of Satan’s influence, Eve apparently came to 
see God as an antagonist, rather than a loving benefactor 
(Genesis 3:1-7). Their close relationship was destroyed. One 
last consideration is the fact that liars put Jesus on the cross 
(Mark 14:55-59). If you were God, what would you do with 
liars?  

Marty Kessler 

MESSENGER 

 

 Will You Tolerate a Lie? 



 

 
 

WELCOME! 
Welcome to the services 
of the church of Christ of 
the Palm Beaches! You 
are our honored guest! 

We are a congregation of 
the church of which you 
can read in the Bible. We 
strive to do Bible things in 
Bible ways and to call Bi-
ble things by Bible names; 
to be Christians and Chris-
tians only. It is our goal to 
simply and plainly preach 
and teach New Testament 
Christianity.  

You will find our worship 
simple and according to 
the New Testament pat-
tern. We worship the 
same way that Peter, 
Paul, and John wor-
shipped—In spirit and in 

truth (John 4:24).  

Our Headquarters is in 
heaven, our Creed is 
Christ and our book is the 
Bible. The Bible only will 
make Christians only and 
that is our plea. 

We certainly hope that all 
we do will be encourag-
ing and uplifting to you. 
Please take a moment to 
fill out a visitors’ card lo-
cated in the pew in front 
of you and place it in the 
card holder at the end of 
the pew.  

There are many interesting events surrounding the birth and infancy of Jesus Christ that do not 

get much attention. One such event concerns a man named Simeon. The setting was shortly after 

Mary, the virgin, gave birth to Jesus. “Now when the days of her purification according to the law 

of Moses were completed, they brought Him to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord” (Luke 

2:22). Joseph was the God-fearing head of his household and made sure that Mary, his wife, fol-

lowed the Lord’s instruction (Luke 2:23-24; Leviticus 12:1-8). The sacrifice they brought, “a pair of 

turtledoves or two young pigeons,” indicated their poverty. It was at Jerusalem on this occasion 

that we are introduced to Simeon. The account that follows reveals an attitude and a response to 

Christ that will make our lives complete when we, like Simeon, possess them. Simeon Recognized 

the Lord’s Christ The text says that Simeon was “just and devout,” and that he was among those 

who had Messianic hope (Luke 2:25). The word “consolation” in “waiting for the Consolation of 

Israel” is from a Greek word that means “calling to one’s side for comfort.” It would remind the 

first readers of Isaiah 40:1, that reads, “‘Comfort, yes, comfort My people!’ Says your God,” a con-

text in which the Lord comforts His people by announcing the coming Messiah. Even though many 

Jews of Jesus’ day were rebellious, there were still a few, like Simeon, who truly expected the 

Messiah. The Holy Spirit revealed to Simeon that “he would not see death before he had seen the 

Lord’s Christ” (Luke 2:26). This helps explain his lively hope in the Anointed One of God. When 

Jesus’ parents brought Him into the Temple, Simeon was there and recognized Jesus as the Christ 

(Luke 2:27-28). We are not be guided by the Holy Spirit in the same way that Simeon was, but we 

must still recognize the Lord’s Christ when we find Him. Although we can somewhat see His power 

through nature (Psalm 19:1-6; Romans 1:19-20; John 1:1-3; Colossians 1:15-17), we can only find 

His true character and what our response to Him should be through the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17). 

Do we recognize and accept the Messiah revealed in the pages of inspiration? Simeon Revealed 

the Greatness of Christ Simeon took the baby Jesus in his arms, thanked God, and said, “Lord, now 

You are letting Your servant depart in peace, According to Your word; For my eyes have seen Your 

salvation Which You have prepared before the face of all peoples, A light to bring revelation to the 

Gentiles, And the glory of Your people Israel” (Luke 2:29-32). Simeon regarded seeing the prom-

ised Messiah as the fulfillment of his earthly life. He wanted to accomplish nothing more in this 

life! Seeing the Lord’s Christ was an assurance that his earthly labors were about to end. In thank-

ing God, Simeon revealed Christ as God’s salvation. To Simeon, seeing the Messiah was equivalent 

to seeing salvation (Luke 2:30). As we can imagine, “Joseph and His mother marveled at those 

things which were spoken of Him” (Luke 2:33). Simeon, however, took this opportunity to reveal 

some truths to Mary. First, her child would be the occasion by which some would fall and some 

would rise. “Behold, this Child is destined for the fall and rising of many in Israel” (Luke 2:34a). 

Jesus was a stumbling block to all those who loved darkness (1 Peter 2:8). That same Jesus, when 

accepted and obeyed, will lift people out of darkness and into His marvelous light (Colossians 

1:13). Second, Simeon revealed that Jesus’ life would be the test by which many hearts would be 

revealed. “Behold, this Child is destined…for a sign which will be spoken against…that the 

thoughts of many hearts may be revealed” (Luke 2:34-35). This baby would grow to challenge 

humanity like no person had before nor since. People react in opposite ways to the same Jesus 

(e.g., the rich young ruler, the disciples, etc.). Third, Jesus would grow and would bring a sense of 

sorrow to His mother. Simeon said, “yes, a sword will pierce through your own soul also” (Luke 

2:35a). Conclusion How complete are our lives today? Do we desire, more than anything, to “see” 

the Lord’s Christ? Are we “waiting” for Him? If we were to depart this life now, would our re-

sponse to Christ be sufficient? Why not allow Him to make our lives complete?  

Brian R. Kenyon 

Simeon: A Man Whose Life was now Complete 



 

 
 

 

 

 

WEEKLY BIBLE READING 

Oct. 2nd           1 Kings 13-15                      Lk. 1:26-56 

3rd                      16-17                                   1:57-80 

4th                      18-19                                   2:1-21 

5th                      20-21                                  2:22-52 

6th                         22                                           3 

7th                      2 Kings 1-3                          4:1-15 

8th                         4-5                                     4:16-44 

By following this schedule, you will be able to read the entire 

Bible in a year.  

Heath Johnson 

Uriel De La Rosa 

Mike Morakis  Haverhill Church 
of Christ Lectures 

 Haverhill Church 
of Christ Lectures 

 Haverhill Church 
of Christ Lectures 

 Haverhill Church 
of Christ Lectures 

Mount Dora Children’s 
home Benefit Dinner  

PBL 6:00Pm 

Norman DeLong 



 

 
 

    FOOD FOR THOUGHT: 

THE PREACHER’S FILES 

WEEKLY BIBLE READING 

Sept. 18th           2 Sam.  23-24                      2 Pet. 2 

19th                      1 Kings 1                             3 

20th                      2-3                                        James 1 

21st                       4-6                                       2 

22nd                      7-8:30                                 3-4:12 

23rd                      8:31-9                                 4:13-15 

24th                      10-12                                   Luke 1:1-25 

By following this schedule, you will be able to read the entire 

Bible in a year.  

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 

 “Every heart without Christ is a mission field, 

every heart with Christ is a missionary.”          

                                                                            

 

 

GEMS FROM GREEK 
 pneuma (Noun). Gr.  πνεύμα  

“Spirit, soul, breath, wind-life giving 

spirit.” 

The Greek word pneuma is from which 

we get the translation “spirit” in the 

English New Testament. It carries with 

it the meaning of something living and 

is used to describe the Holy Spirit. It 

signals life and movement and is used 

to describe the human soul, and indi-

cate life through breathing. We get our 

English word pneumonia from this 

word. 

PEARLS FROM PROVERBS  

“Many are the plans in a human 

heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose 

that prevails.” 

Prov. 19:21 

— John Chowning 

Always pursue truth with the pur-

pose of purchasing it. 

 



 

 
 

    

COCOPB Members        

Jack Lee, is having health issues. 

Sandy Mann is recovering from surgery.                                                                                                     

Donna MacDougall, is recovering from surgery. 

Lena Morris, is recovering from surgery. 

Family of COCOPB Members 

The family of Jan Richardson, Jan Richardson, Marsha Morakis’ mother, passed away. 

Virginia Whetsell, Wynona Bowman’s sister, needs prayers for her health. 

Ted Young, Tom & Young DiNetta’s  nephew, had knee replacement surgery. 

Lynn, George Pollard’s relative, is having health issue’s. 

Roberto Naranjo, Melva Pollard’s father, continues to need prayers. 

Beach Aten, John Smith’s brother-in-law, Has a Lymphoma. 

Bryan Ogden, Shea Ogden’s husband, is continuing treatments for cancer. 

Tony Flegert, Maureen Machan’s son in-law, is home from the hospital but continues to need prayers. 

Laverne Byzek , John Smith’s sister, continues to need our prayers.   

Friends of COCOPB Members 

Monika Sinclair, has received good reports, but continues to need our prayers. 

Tina Wagner, continues to need our prayers. 

COCOPB Members Traveling  

 None 

PRIVILEDGED TO SERVE  

Sunday Morning Worship                    Sunday  Evening Worship                      Wednesday Bible Study 

Keep in your prayers… 

SONG LEADER: Sterling Frederick 

OPENING PRAYER/ SCRIPTURE 

READING: Chuck Canteen 

PRESIDING: Ron Cullom 

SERVING: Carlos Echeverria, Joel 

Blackshear, Mike Morakis & Tom 

DiNetta 

CLOSING PRAYER: Terry West 

SONG LEADER: Norman DeLong 

OPENING PRAYER/SCRIPTURE 

READING: Richard Gathright 

PRESIDING: Chuck Canteen 

SERVING: Warren Sparks 

CLOSING PRAYER: Jim Rogers 

SONG LEADER: Norman DeLong 

OPENING PRAYER: Jim Rogers 

CLOSING PRAYER: Chuck Canteen 

Shut-ins 

 

Responses to the invitation 

Manoella Mendieta 

Missions We Support 

John Grubb (Indonesia) 

Ronnie Gootam (India) 

Joshua Ankiah (South Africa) 

Memphis School of Preaching 



 

 
 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES                                                                                                          

ANNIVERSARIES 

ATTENDANCE  Sept. 25th 

Sun. Bible Study: 24 

Sun. A.M:  61 

Sun. P.M:  27 

Wed. Bible Study: N/A 

Contribution: $3,992.00 

Weekly Budget: $4,252.00 

Variance: -$260.00 

 

TODAY’S SERMONS 

    AM: “CAN WE UNDERSTAND 

THE BIBLE ALIKE?” 

     PM: “THE FOOTSTEPS                        

OF PETER” 

      Norman DeLong 10/16 

 

         Heath Johnson 10/13 

        Uriel De La Rosa 10/13 

        Mike Morakis 10/29 

          

 

Birthdays  

NEWS & NOTES 

The newest newsletter from our missionary Ronnie Gootam in Kakinada India is on the bulletin board in the 

foyer!  

Mount Dora’s Children’s Home invites you to attend the Palm Beach Area Benefit Dinner at 6P.M. October 

15th, at the Palm Beach Lakes Church of Christ. Tickets are REQUIRED for the dinner and may be obtained 

for free by contacting Halle Johnson. See the Bulletin board in the foyer for more information. 

Haverhill Church of Christ invites you to it’s 2022 West Palm Beach Lectures: Growing Stronger. The 

Lectures will run through October 23rd- October 26th. There is more information on the bulletin 

board in the foyer! Please see Halle Johnson if you have any  questions. 

We would like to give a big thank you to sister Tiffany Hart for taking the time to clean our Church buildings 

carpets! Thank you Tiffany! 
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Hear God’s Word  

Romans 10:17 

Believe the Gospel 

John 20:30-31 

Repent of Your Sins 

Luke 13:3 

Confess Faith in Jesus 

Romans 10:9-10 

Be Baptized  

Acts 2:38 

Live Faithfully 

Revelation 2:10 

GOSPEL PLAN OF SALVATION 
 

Who stately stood and spoke the truth with thunderous tone? 

They were stalwart and unashamed, with message sound, And 

though few followed them, they knew where they were bound. 

Tell us, where have the strong and faithful preachers gone? Who 

with backbone were unafraid to stand alone? God’s Word is still 

the same — man’s needs are greater still. Will none step up and 

take a stand their place to fill?” Brethren, as Brother Gibbons has 

so plainly expressed in the above poem, there is a dire shortage 

and need of faithful-to-the-Book preachers. Let us pray that God 

will raise up men who will qualify themselves to become faithful 

gospel preachers — men who will uphold the integrity of the Holy 

Scriptures (1 Thessalonians 2:1-5; cf. 2 Timothy 1:13-14; Ephesians 

6:19-20). James E. Gibbons  

 
 

 
 

James E. Gibbons 

 

Where Have all The Strong and Faithful Preachers Gone? 

 

? 
? 


